Basic Steps To Creating Floral Arrangements

STEP #1: MAKE A DESIGN PLAN

· How do you want it to look? 

· How do you want to use it? 

· Where will it be displayed? 

· What size, what shape, what colors do you want to use? 

· What else do you need to create a "well designed" arrangement that most people find attractive?

ELEMENTS and PRINCIPLES of design provide you with a starting point in arranging flowers.

DESIGN ELEMENTS include lines, texture, shape or form, size and color. 

· Consider these when you select plant material as well as the containers.

· lines and shape or form must also be considered in the way the material will be put together into an arrangement. 
DESIGN PRINCIPLES include proportion, balance, harmony, contrast and unity. 

· Proportion --a factor in selecting the proper size of container for the size of the flowers and plant materials to be used. 

· Balance --has to do with giving the appearance of equal weight on each side of a central axis.

· Harmony -- creating a pleasing relationship between various parts of your flower arrangement. 

· Contrast -- increasing interest with differences in size, color or shape. 

· Unity -- created by making all of the parts of your arrangement look as though they fit together in a single arrangement. 
STEP #2: SELECT PLANT MATERIAL

· more than flowers

· start with the flowers you want to display

· select other foliage that will add contrast and create more interest in the design

· material in contrasting colors as well as shapes and textures that to set off the flowers you want to highlight

· LONG-LASTING VASE LIFE of the flowers and contrasting foliage. Vase life can be influenced by the type of material used and by the way it is handled. 

· COLOR COMBINATIONS that will provide harmony and contrast. 

· HIGH QUALITY flowers and foliage that are free of disease, insect or mechanical damage. 

STEP #3: SELECT CONTAINERS

· Some arrangements are designed to hide the container, OR

· The vase or bowl can become a part of the design 

· Color, texture, shape and size of the container are all important things to consider

· Good neutral colors include off-white, tan, beige, green or gray

· Bright colors or a busy pattern will distract from flowers or other features

· Typical container shapes include: A tall, rectangular vase; a tall, columnar vase; a low, round bowl; a shallow rectangular bowl 

· The size of the container depends upon the size of flowers and size of the arrangement you are creating. Keep them in good proportion.

STEP #4: ORGANIZE FASTENERS AND TOOLS

· Typical fastening system can be made using wire holders and needlepoints

· Can be held in place with floral clay, shredded Styrofoam or blocks of floral foam

· Wire holders can be made from chicken wire, folded two or three times over

· Straight wire 16 to 24 gauge is ideal for supporting stems

· Other tools: sharp knife, a hand pruning shear, and a tin snip or wire cutter

STEP #5: HANDLE FLOWERS WITH CARE

· Do not cut flowers or other live plant material until you are ready to put it all together

· Choose flowers that have just opened or are about to open

· Use sharp tools and make slanting cuts to help flowers absorb more water

· Be Careful; Bruising or breaking will shorten the life of your flowers

